




	
God Disciplines Christians
(Perhaps Severely)

When the New Testament tells all Christians to do something, that is God telling us to do it. Just as parents punish their rebellious children, if we don't obey God's instruction manual (the New Testament), we'll be disciplined (perhaps severely) by God both in this life and in heaven (Matthew 5:19, Romans 14:10-12, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10).

In the following passages, notice that God disciplines His children with painful events in their lives for not obeying Him, and that Christians became sick or died for not being properly obedient. We need to take the New Testament seriously and learn what God wants us to believe and do, and then obey Him in all things (whether we want to or not):

[Jesus is speaking] Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline... (Revelation 3:19)

..."...do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens [literally "whips"] everyone he accepts as his son." Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father?...God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful... (Hebrews 12:5-11)

...those who eat and drink [the Lord's Supper] without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves. That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have [died]...when we are judged in this way by the Lord, we are being disciplined... (1 Corinthians 11:29-32)
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